THE STALIN CONSTITUTION
In general, the workers on that tour could hold their own in
most of the discussions; but if there was something to which they
could find no reply, they would fling out: "Well, this is the way
an intellectual reasons, we workers look at things differently,"
and this was final.
However, as the years went by a larger and larger proportion
of the old intelligentsia became convinced by its own experience
that never before had there been such wide opportunities for
creative work in all branches of culture, literature, art, music,
science, architecture, etc., as in the Soviet Union. We have dealt
with this subject at greater length in a previous chapter. Secondly,
during the last ten years a new intelligentsia of working class and
poor peasant origin has arisen, whose psychology has been shaped
by the new order of society and on whose loyalty the workers
and peasantry could rely.
At the same time it must be recognized that there is still con-
siderable difference between the position and cultural level of many
brain and manual workers; but whilst it would be untrue to say
that all distinctions (in standard of life, culture, and psychology)
between peasants and workers and between brain and manual
workers have been wiped out, it is emphatically true to say that
the overwhelming mass of people in the U.S.S.R. are toilers either
in socialist or in co-operative and Kolkhoz enterprises. It is not
so much classes which continue to exist in the U.S.S.R. but rather
different sections amongst the citizen toilers, and the differences
in the standard of living will tend to disappear as the wealth of
the country increases.
These changes, the complete elimination of private ownership
in the means of production and exchange and the rise in the political
consciousness and culture of the peasants, as well as the rise of
a loyal Soviet intelligentsia, find their natural reflection in the new
Constitution which, after discussion in every nook and comer of
the U.S.S.R. by workers, peasants, housewives, teachers, scientists,
etc., was adopted with some modifications of the preliminary draft
in December 1936.
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